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REMARKS 



Applicants have received and reviewed an Office Action dated August 18, 2003. By way 
of response, Applicants have canceled claims 1-20, 22, 28, 34 and 40, amended claims 21, 23, 
' 25-26, 29, 32, 35, 37-38, 41, 48 and 49, and added new claims 50-70. No new matter i$ 
presented Claims 21, 23-27, 29-33, 35-39 and 41-70 are pending. Applicants submit that the 
pending claims are supported by the specification. 

The newly presented claims relate to compositions including an antimicrobial solvent and 
peroxyoctanoic acid. 

For the reasons given below, Applicants submit that the amended claims are in condition 
for allowance and notification to that effect is earnestly solicited. 

Petition for Extension of Time 

It is noted that a three-month petition for extension of time is necessary to provide for the 
timeliness of the response. A request for such an extension is made extending the time for 
response from November 18, 2003 to January 18, 2003, which was a Sunday extending the time 
for response to Monday, January 19, 2003, which was a holiday (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day) 
extending the time for response to Tuesday, January 20, 2003, 

Rejection of Claims Under 6 112. Second Paragraph 

The Examiner rejected claims 48 and 49 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Applicants believe that the Examiner objected to the recitation in claims 48 and 49 of the 
term substantially. Amended claims 48 and 49 do not include this term. 

Accordingly, it is believed that the amended claims fully comply with § 1 1 2, second 
paragraph, and withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

Rejection of Claims Under $ 103 

The Examiner rejected claims 21, 22, 25, 28-34, 37 and 40-49 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as obvious over Ajoku et aL (WO 00/04777) in view of JP 0621991 1 . Applicants respectfully 
traverse this rejection. 
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antimicrobial agent. These species can be found in the present specification at least at pages 26- 
29 and 32-34, respectively. 



Summary 

In summary, Applicants submit that each of claims 21, 23-27, 29-33, 35-39 and 41-70 are 
in condition for allowance. The Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's undersigned 
representative at the telephone number listed below, if the Examiner believes that doing so will 
expedite prosecution of this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Merchant & Gould P.C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
612/332-5300 



Dated: 



2-Q t ZO Q^j 



By: 

Mark T. SkooR \ 



Skoog 
Reg. No. 40,178 
MTS:sab 



23552 
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